THE POSIDONIA LIFE PRO.IECT

The Posidonia oceanica seagrass is a marine plant that lives
only in the Mediterranean Sea, where it forms extensive under-
water meadows. The areas and habitats occupied by these mead-
ows are diminishing, due to increasing urban occupation of
Mediterranean shores.

The Department of the Environment of the Government of the
Balearic Islands, aware of the natural heritage that Posidonia
meadows represent and of the need to protect them, has pre-
pared and launched, with the participation of the General
Direction of Fisheries, the Bosch i Gimpera Foundation and the
Mediterranean Institute of Advanced Studies, the proj
“Protection of Posidonia meadows in Balearic sites of ¢
importance (5CI)”.

5th of .Iuly 2001 wtthm the context of LIFE (Iagislatlon regulating ﬁ .
ronment).

THE BENEFITS OF POSIDONIA

OOQQ.OOQDBQGGQGSQGUO

THREATS

-SEAWATER poLLuTiON
A large part of the residues originating from human activity end up in the sea, either
directly or indirectly, and can produce different impacts on the Posidonia meadows.

Empty bottles, plastics, scrap, etc. pollute the sea bottom. Sediments incoming from
the coast (sewage discharge, dumping, etc.) increase water turbidity, diminishing the
amount of light available for the plants. Sewage and fertilisers lead to an increase in
the levels of nutrients and organic matter. Oxidation of the latter reduces the
amount of oxygen dissolved in water, and can thus have serious consequences for
the meadows.

T RAWL FISHING

Fishing by trawlers and similar ships on the meadows is illegal and harm-
ful. It causes the opening of clearings in the meadows, due to the ripping
up of large quantities of leaf bundles, and even entire thickets. It also
increases water turbidity, as it stirs up sediments, thus diminishing the
amount of light reaching the plant.




-DRrEDGING
GOOD PRACTICES

Many activities are carried out on the coast, such as dredging for the
construction of ports and piers. The extraction and dumping of sand and
mud increases the amount of suspended particles, which when deposit-
ed on the sea bed can cover the Posidonia plants.
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In other cases, dredging can leave the roots of
+,%..» Posidonia thickets uncovered, which are thus exposed to
the movement of the waves and can be broken easily.

‘Whenever possible, it is best to use the appropri-
ate buoys for anchoring boats. In this way boats are
secure without using the anchor, which can erode A
Posidonia meadows. !

- ANCHORING | :

Permanent

-ANCHORING N AREAS DEPRIVED

OF POSIDONIA

If it is essential to use an anchor,
make sure to choose areas free
of Posidonia. In this way one
can avoid damaging the
plants, thus contributing
to their conservation.

Occasional
In the coves and bays protected from the
movement of waves, which are the most fre-
quented by boats, the mechanical action of
~—anchors ripping out leaves and rhizomes can
lead to the unearthing of Posidonia thickets.
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